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Summary

Introduction
The vision for Aire Valley, Leeds has seemingly shifted from an emphasis on economic development to one of mixed use development, including employment generation and economic stimulation, but also a role as a major location for increased housing supply and eco-housing in particular.  “A European and national exemplar for sustainable living and sustainable development.”
A prospectus ‘Aire Valley Leeds: An Urban Eco Settlement’ has been produced which outlines the Vision and aims for the Aire Valley. The prospectus sets new housing provision within a context of ‘place making’ and the delivery of ‘green infrastructure’.
Housing provision
The prospectus envisages 12,000 new homes and 8,000 existing homes being ‘retrofitted’ to provide improved energy efficiency and better condition.  It is clear that it is intended that the expansion of housing in this area will contribute significantly to the targets for new homes set in the RSS.
The prospectus promises a range of type, tenure and cost of housing with housing developed having ‘excellent access to existing facilities and transport’.
The prospectus also recognises that there is ‘little housing development’ within the Aire Valley Area Action Plan but also signals between 10,000 and 15,000 new homes
It also notes the ‘range of existing housing types in the surrounding area’ and the aim of ‘retrofitting those homes to create high quality, energy efficient homes.  

Observations
1. The provisions for housing development appears confused with a recognition that the AAP does not include significant housing provision alongside a promise of 12,000 or so new homes.
2. New housing is to be  concentrated on the fringes of the area, especially those (such as Hunslet Riverside, Yarn Street, Hunslet Mills and Copperfields which are close to the City Centre.  This concentration and location may bring more very high density housing and more apartments in particular. It doesn’t mention the larger (Greenfield?) sites on the fringes of the Aire Valley Area Action Plan area which have been considered for housing provision.
3. The new housing will mix with ‘retrofitted’ back to back and terraced housing to create a better housing offer.  However, it is not clear where the funding for this retrofitting will come from especially given the HCA’s stated preference for new build
4. It is crucial that a varied housing mix is achieved with innovative forms of high density housing orientated to families and family builders as well as single people requiring access to the City Centre.  It is hoped that the developments will avoid the very small homes developed in other city centre fringe developments but as yet it is unclear how a greater mix of family housing and housing for starter/ smaller households is to be achieved. 
5. Given the crucial importance of education to ‘home movers’ then the provisions for education seem sketchy, mentioning only the refurbishment of Mount St Mary, a Catholic High School.  It remains the case that children from the areas surrounding the Aire valley Action Plan Area end up going to a huge range of high schools as most high schools previously in those areas have closed.
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