Item 3 e)

 Leeds Climate Change Partnership

The first meeting of the re-formed Climate Change Partnership was held on 15 September, chaired by Cllr James Monaghan and serviced by Leeds Initiative. I attended at the request of re’new to represent housing providers in Leeds and will be happy to continue doing so, liaising with providers through LHP Exec.

The purpose of LCCP is to contribute to achieving the Vision for Leeds and, specifically, to oversee delivery of Leeds Climate Change Strategy: Vision for Action. This Strategy, launched in July 2009, includes action to reduce CO2 emissions, action to adapt to climate change and cross-cutting issues such as moving to a low carbon economy.

The initial priority for the Partnership is encouraging businesses in all sectors in the city to sign up to Leeds Climate Charter. A copy of this is attached. As housing is responsible for 30% of CO2 produced, all housing providers are urged to consider, at strategic level, signing up to the Charter and incorporating targets (with timescales, responsibilities and resources for action) in their individual Business Plans.

Feedback from LHP Exec members on action they are already taking to combat climate change and/or obstacles to signing up to the Charter will be welcome so that I can reflect this in feedback to the Partnership at the next meeting.

Further details of the Charter, the sign-up form and the Climate Change Strategy can be found at www.leedsinitiative.org/environment.

Feedback from Leeds Climate Change Partnership 1 December 2009

1 Best Practice Projects

Members of the Partnership shared examples of good practice from their organisations, including:

· Banning car travel between offices (Environment Agency)

· Removing desk-side waste bins to increase recycling (Univ of Leeds)

· Switching all electricity to green tariffs (Univ of Leeds)

· Switching from bottled water to plumbed-in coolers (Leeds CC)

· Green Travel Policy that requires reasons for journeys by car (Natural England)

· Switching all lighting provided by landlord to CFLs (Connect Housing)

Plan is to add/update details of initiatives and CO2 savings on Leeds Initiative extranet when it is up and running, to inform/encourage others to follow.

2 Vision for Leeds

Discussion as part of the consultation on the 2011-2030 Vision for Leeds. This will replace the current Vision, developed pre-recession and with almost no mention of climate change.

Response to climate change will be more prominent part of the next Vision, requiring city leadership, political consensus and widespread buy-in from residents and businesses.

3 Agenda for Improved Economic Performance

Closely linked to 2, also at a consultation stage.

Discussion regarding Leeds’ current position as an ‘average’ performer and its aim ‘to be a great place with skilled people and competitive businesses’. Debated where/how reducing environmental impact fits into the Agenda and its criteria for success.

4 Climate Charter

All businesses urged to sign the Charter and take the initiative on measures to counter climate change.
The Next meeting will consider what Leeds should do to adapt to climate change and how to promote messages about the Climate Change Strategy more effectively.
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