Item 3 b
Update Report:  Private Sector Housing Quality

1. Private rented Sector
The Council’s Scrutiny Board has considered the private rented sector and has published a report with the following 17 recommendations which requires the Director of Environment and neighbourhoods to take action with the aim of:
Recommendation 1: Raising awareness of, and helping private landlords gain access to, available grant or loan funding to improve the quality and energy efficiency of private sector housing.
Recommendation 2:  Ensuring that private landlords are proactively engaged in the development of future improvement programmes/schemes aimed at raising the quality and condition of private rented sector housing. 
Recommendation 3: Ensuring an update report on the actions taken to achieve the outcomes of recommendations 1 and 2 is brought back to Scrutiny within 6 months. 
Recommendation 4: Proactive education and empowerment of  private tenants to understand their rights and have the confidence to approach the Council for assistance if landlords refuse to improve standards in line with minimum requirements.
Recommendation 5: Continuing to explore innovative approaches towards addressing poor housing conditions and working closely with key partners and central government to maximise available resources.
Recommendation 6: Conducting an urgent review of existing resources within the HMO Licensing Team to determine whether it is adequate enough to effectively administer and regulate the Mandatory HMO Licensing Scheme.
Recommendation 7: Ensuing that all opportunities for data sharing across the Council and other agencies are explored to assist in the identification of unlicensed HMOs within the city. 
Recommendation 8: Continuing to engage with private landlords in regularly reviewing the standards set within the Leeds Landlords Accreditation Scheme with the aim of attracting more members and expanding the scheme across the city. 
Recommendation 9:  Conducting a review within the next 6 months of the current action plan aimed at promoting the Leeds Landlord Accreditation Scheme and raising its profile amongst private tenants across the city.
Recommendation 10: Continuing to further develop an Accredited Tenants Scheme for Leeds and explores opportunities for developing a representative body specifically for private tenants in Leeds. 
Recommendation 11: Continuing to explore the development of an Accredited Agent Scheme for Leeds as a way of regulating the quality management standards of private sector management agents.
Recommendation 12: Promoting a one Council approach towards introducing concessions as a way of retaining and attracting more private landlords to the Leeds Landlord Accreditation Scheme.
Recommendation 13: 
i) Ensuring that practical support and advice is available to all tenants in assisting them to negotiate reasonable rent levels, with particular attention given to the consideration of property conditions and the minimum standards they should be expecting to receive.

ii) Building on the close working relationship between the Leeds Benefits Service and the Housing Regulatory Service to provide the necessary checks and balances to the LHA scheme at a local level.

Recommendation 14: Reviewing the potential costs and implications of expanding the Council’s Damage Liability Scheme across the city and introducing deposit guarantees for tenants in receipt of Local Housing Allowance.
Recommendation 15: Continuing to develop a Tenant Referencing scheme for Leeds and explores ways of securing additional funding for operating this scheme, which may involve seeking commitments from other Local Authorities to develop a regional scheme.
Recommendation 16: Continuing to seek means of bringing empty private housing back into use which maximises on recent government initiatives and takes advantage of the current economic climate by brokering deals with property owners to temporarily let their empty properties to the Council for people on the housing register.
Recommendation 17: Considering the feasibility of establishing a single point of contact within the Council for the private rented sector, acting as a conduit for both private landlords and tenants to gain access to accurate and timely advice, information and assistance.


2. Private Sector Housing Investment
A report is to be submitted to the Council’s Executive Board identifying issues and opportunities relating to investment in private sector housing.

Recently £2 million worth of loans have been granted to homeowners to achieve housing improvements


3. Research into Health and Housing aspects of private housing investment
Sheffield Hallam CRESR have been commissioned to carry out research on the health and housing impacts of housing investment and in particular the range of investment savings that could be made from targeted investment in private sector housing improvement.


4. Back to Back Housing
The Leeds back to Back housing strategy has been incoproated into the review of the Leeds Housing Strategy and investment plan.  A Back to Back housing strategy for West Yorkshire has been formulated by re’new for the West Yorkshire Housing Partnership and will now form part of the evidence base for the Leeds City Region Housing and Regeneration Strategy and Action Plan.
